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The Revitalization of Crafts,
Enlightenment in The Mingei (fork crafts),
and Rejuvenation of Living Culture

Lin Cheng-wei”

Abstract

The 50-year period before the war marked a transition point for the development
of crafts in Taiwan. In the past, this part of history was described and understood
as the colonization of people and industrial production by a colonial regime, which
established an industrial mechanism for the tradition of crafts in Taiwan and absorbed
resources for the profit of the empire. On one hand, it is commonly mentioned how
policies, such as Japanization and assimilation, had an oppressive effect on Taiwan
crafts. This has since been the accepted record on the development of Taiwan crafts
during Japanese rule. However, an open-minded examination of the period in this
current social environment has altered the historical perspectives before the war.
The current discussions tend to focus on the attainment of industrial modernization,
despite the colonial government’s emphasis on economic output.

It has now been more than seven decades since Japanese colonial rule ended
in Taiwan. However, behind the current state of the crafts industry, a significant
background of the industrial environment, technical cultivation, production, marketing
mechanisms, and even measures for revitalization all originated from the Japanese
colonization period. In Taiwan, research topics on the development of crafts under
Japanese colonial rule call for further exploration. In addition, a significant amount
of relevant historical data has recently come to light. The environment for a discourse
on crafts history information has also matured. Drawing from historical archives
on Taiwan’s crafts industry under Japanese colonial rule, this study re-examines

crafts development during that period, focusing on three stages of evolution: the

“Professor and Dean,School of Culture Resources,Taipei National University of the Arts.
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revitalization of crafts, inspirations in folk art, and the rejuvenation of living
culture. It started from the arrival of well-known, expert Japanese craftsmen in
Taiwan, including Kanae Yamamoto, Kitaro Kunii, and Yanagi Muneyoshi, which
prompted the Government-General to adjust their industrial policies based on expert
guidance. Taiwan’s craft revitalization during the Japanese colonial period, guided
by governmental and private efforts, gradually developed industrial aspects that

connected with the society with exhibitions, marketing programs, forums and lectures.

Keywords: Taiwanese crafts, YANAGI Muneyoshi, Industrial crafts, Rejuvenation of

Living Culture, Taiwan under Japanese rule



