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An introduction to the materials experience
design method and its promotion report
in Taiwan crafts

Yao Ren-kuan *

Abstract

Reinforcing innovative design with Materials Experience is one of the design
approaches developed in Europe over the past decade. Among them, the MDD
(Material Driven Design) method has a relatively complete process . The National
Taiwan Craft Research and Development Institute, NTCRI , has taken the path of
craft design innovation in recent years, in addition to "cross-border co-creation",
the re-understanding and application of local materials is also another path. The re-
exploration and creation of local materials started around 2016. In 2018, the Craft
Institute introduced the MDD method and held the first work camp. By the end of
2020, a total of at least 6 work camps had been held in Taiwan. The 6 work camps
mainly focused on "material experience" and were relatively weak in product
development. In addition, CAMEL (Craft Application and Materials Experience
Lab.) was established in 2018, and began to communicate with relevant international
material laboratories, and also conducted experiments on the development of local
materials in Taiwan. This article is an introduction to the MDD method and some

reviews and future development plans for its rollout in NTCRI.

Keywords: Craft, Materials Experience, Material Driven Design method (MDD), local
material, Craft Application and Materials Experience Lab. (CAMEL)
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